\_

Scaffolding:

When was scaffolding provided to students?
Was language and content support provided
throughout the lesson?

Did you feel prepared to write the news story
in the lesson?

What was the benefit of having a pre and post
writing activity?
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Pacing:

this lesson have?
. How long did each activity take?

. Can you recall how many activities did

Lesson Observation: Speaking or Writing

Sequence of the lesson:

. What stages did the lesson have?

. Was there a clear transition between
one activity and the other?
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Role of the teacher:

Which of these roles did you observe in these
teachers: organiser, facilitator, material adapter,
supporter, controller, resource? Why?
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Interaction:
. Was there a variety of interaction patterns? ( individual, pair
work, group work)
. Was there interaction between skills? (Can a writing/ speaking
lesson allow the development of other skills and vice versa)




Observer ................

Date of observation

Teacher ..................

Introduction:

Lesson Observation Task: Peer Observation Task: Checking learners’ understanding

Level of class

Teacher’s signature

Teaching is a very complex activity. One reason for this is that not all students learn at the same rate. Students do not learn what they are taught
at the same time as it is taught. They do not understand things equally well or equally quickly. It is also very difficult to predict or generalise
across a whole class what learning will take place. For this reason teachers develop strategies for checking that learning is taking place or has
taken place. In this task you are asked to pay attention to the way a teacher monitors learning.

Before the lesson:

Make sure you are familiar with the grid below.

During the lesson:

Use the grid to collect data on at least five instances of a teacher checking learning.

Try to be aware of times in the lesson when the teacher chooses not to check learning and consider why this might have been so.

How does teacher What does teacher Why does teacher How does student What follow-up is What did the learni
check? check? check? respond? there? check achieve?
(try to script teacher’s (can you identify the trigger (is there any follow-up)
language) that caused teacher to check,
eg a student looks
confused/an error repeated)
“Iy she still fat?” concept of ‘wsed to’ | Establishyconcept | “No; she isn't.” T. confurms tstablishes and
of new language (“That’s right”) confurms meani
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Student next stage of




lessonv

How does teacher

check?
(try to script teacher’s
language)

What does teacher
check?

Why does teacher

check?
(can you identify the trigger

that caused teacher to check,

eg a student looks
confused/an error repeated)

How does student
respond?

What follow-up is

there?
(is there any follow-up)

What did the learni
check achieve?




Adapted from: Wajnryb, R (1992) Classroom Observation Tasks CUP







